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It does not seem to me to follow that, as M. Dar-mesteter suggests (8. B. E. iv. Introd.), the Parthian rulers had actually embraced Zoroastrianism as the state-religion of their kingdom. That was reserved for the Sassanians. But it shows at all events that they valued the ancient faith of their subjects, and it is a fact that some of the Philhellenic Parthian princes had actually adopted it.
The real revival, however, of Zoroastrianism as the national religion of Persia and the final constitution of the Avestic canon were due, no doubt, to the Sassanians. We read in the Dinkarc? that Arta-kshatar (Ardeshlr), the son of Papak, king of kings (A.D. 226-240), summoned Tosar and other priests to the capital to settle the true doctrine of the old religion. His son, Shahpuhar (A. D. 240-271), followed his example, and brought together a number of secular writings also, scattered about, as we are told, in the country, in India, Greece, and elsewhere, and ordered their collocation with the Avesta. After that a correct copy was deposited once more in the treasury of Shapigan.
Shahpuhar II (Sapores), the son of Auharmazd (A. r>. 309-379), seems to have done for the Avestic religion very much what Constantine was doing about the same time for Christianity. He convoked a ' tribunal for the controversy of the inhabitants of all regions, and brought all statements to proper consideration and investigation/ The heresy with which Shahpuhar II and Attirpad had to deal was probably that of Manichaeism. The doctrines of Mani had been spreading so widely during the third century that even a king, Shahpuhar I, was supposed to have